
Milestones HBP & Liver Transplant Center 
At the Ghent University Hospital (UZ Gent)

Prof. Bernard de Hemptinne, senior aide to Prof. J.B. Otte of the Catholic University
Leuven in Brussels, was commissioned to establish a new center for hepatobiliary surgery and
transplantation by the Chancellor of Ghent University in late 1990. 
Start of clinical activities: March 1991

December 1991: 2nd absolute living donor liver transplantation in Europe
May 1994:  first Belgian pancreatic insulae autotransplantation in patient with
          by recurrent pain in chronic pancreatitis
September 1997: First laparoscopic liver and pancreatic resections
September 1999: 2nd absolute adult living donor liver transplantation in Belgium
September 2000: First ever application of surgical techniques for the treatment of 
   Small-for-Size Syndrome in living donor liver transplantation
April & June 2001: First two living donor transplants in adults at Hospital 
   A. Cardarelli of Naples (2nd and 3rd absolute Italian cases)



Dec. 5Th 1991: 2nd absolute living donor liver transplantation in Europe



The recipient is now a
34 years old man who 
enjoys excellent health

Prof. de Hemptinne and Benedikt Rohem
Ghent, 2007

Father (donor) and mother of Benedikt Rohem
Ghent, January 1992



From the Photo Archive:

Prof. De Hemptinne with Dr. De 

Baerdemaeker (anesthesiologist) 

and Dr. Ilse Kerremans (pediatric 

surgeon) together with the young 

Roy Morales, first pediatric 

multivisceral transplant in Belgium 

and Benedikt Rohem  

(Ghent 2009)



April 29, 2001: 1st adult living donor liver transplant at Cardarelli Hospital in Naples 

(2nd overall in Italy)



February 2003: First ABO incompatible living liver transplant with Glycosorb filters.

July 2006.  First pediatric multivisceral transplantation in Belgium

April 2009:  First pediatric living donor transplantation with laparoscopic technique 

  in Belgium

January 2012: 

1 living liver transplantation in adult with laparoscopic left lobe procurement 

(world first)



Surgical Transplant Team (June 2003) 

From left to right: Profs. Uwe Hesse 
and Bernard de Hemptinne, 

Drs. Roberto Montalti, Roberto 
Troisi and Salvatore Ricciardi

(Ghent May 2003)



2002  2005  2007

GHENT SCHOOL INTERNATIONALLY KNOWN FOR SURGICAL TECHNIQUES THAT 

PREVENT SMALL-FOR-SIZE SYNDROME

(the 3 first international meetings)



2009  2012  2015

Three of the 5 European practical workshops and courses on split transplantation were organized in Ghent (Prof. Dr. Xavier Rogiers and 
prof. R. Troisi)



Since 2010, First European workshop to use Thiel bodies for hands-on laparoscopic courses with Proctor: to 

date, more than 150 surgeons trained in basic techniques from around the world (www.alliver.org)



Prof. de Hemptinne’s “Retirement Meeting”: Prof. Troisi at the piano accompanying Ms. Laurence
 Hachez transplanted liver as a child (Ghent, Sept. 2010)



50 years of Eurotransplant:
Musical interlude in the presence of 
King William of the Netherlands (October 2017)



Lezione Magistrale alla Scuola di Specializzazione Federico II
del Prof. Uwe J. Hesse

Napoli, venerdi 16 giugno 2023

Last OR case assisting 
Prof. de Hemptinne

(September 2010)



Lezione Magistrale alla Scuola di Specializzazione Federico II
del Prof. Uwe J. Hesse

Napoli, venerdi 16 giugno 2023

With the late Prof. Xavier 
Rogiers initiator of Liver 
Machine Perfusion in 
Ghent



Lezione Magistrale alla Scuola di Specializzazione Federico II
del Prof. Uwe J. Hesse
Napoli, venerdi 16 giugno 2023

Prof. Troisi's last transplant in 
Ghent
Aided by Dr. Ortwin
Uytterbroeck and Dr. Niki 
Rashidian (from Tehran) 
(May 2018)



Lezione Magistrale alla Scuola di Specializzazione Federico II
del Prof. Uwe J. Hesse

Napoli, venerdi 16 giugno 2023

Last liver resection in Ghent by 
Prof. Troisi assisting Dr. Aude
Vanlander
(June 2018)



Master Lecture at the 
Federico II Graduate 
School of General 
Surgery
by Prof. Bernard de 
Hemptinne

Naples, Friday, May 19, 
2023



Master Lecture at the Federico II Graduate School of General Surgery
by Prof. Uwe J. Hesse

Naples, Friday, June 16, 2023


